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Absract:

After the issuance of the Balfour Declaration in 1917, Jewish and
Zionist press in Egypt gained significant momentum, adopting new
approaches and characteristics. Between the declaration and the es-
tablishment of Israel in 1948 a period referred to as the "preparatory
phase for propaganda" Zionist organizations transitioned from relying
on allied newspapers, whether Egyptian or Jewish, to launching their

own publications that explicitly expressed their views.

This period marked the true and open beginning of Zionist journal-
ism in Egypt. Influential members of the Jewish community joined the
Zionist movement, giving it a significant boost. Zionists began to feel
an urgent need, as the newspaper Israel noted, for a Jewish-Arab voice
to defend Jewish issues in eloquent Arabic, engage with the Arab pop-

ulation, clarify Jewish demands, and respond to opposing propaganda.

Unlike Israel, the newspaper Al-Shams (The Sun) deliberately dis-
tanced itself from overt Zionist affiliations or direct advocacy for a
Jewish homeland. It avoided confrontational rhetoric in defending the
legitimacy of Jewish migration, downplayed Arab opposition in Pal-
estine, and subtly criticized opponents by accusing them of sowing di-

vision between Jews and their Arab "brothers" for trivial gains.

From its inception on September 14, 1934, Al-Shams clearly op-
posed Nazism, denouncing racism as incompatible with religion and
humanity. It also warned of German propaganda's dangers in Arab
countries, which risked inciting sectarian and ethnic strife. Following
Nazi defeats in Russia, Al-Shams openly celebrated their setbacks,
lauding Allied decisions to punish Axis leaders for atrocities com-

mitted under their rule after the war's conclusion.
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Despite Al-Shams being a critical instrument of Zionist propaganda
for 14 years (1934- 1948)(, the Egyptian government failed to rec-
ognize its threat until the Arab League filed complaints with the Egyp-
tian Press Administration. These complaints accused the paper of sup-
porting Zionist ambitions in Palestine, attacking Arab nationalism, and
being funded by Zionist interests. Only then did Egyptian authorities

impose censorship, suspend Al-Shams, and confiscate its issues.
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