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Abstract

This research is concerned with determining the way in which vil-
lage markets were managed in Egypt in the second half of the nine-
teenth century until the outbreak of the First World War.This period
was termed as period of leconomic freedom” . The government has re-
sorted to the commitment system in managing these markets to reduce
the management burden and ensure easy collection of market returns.

Therefore, this paper raises several questions: What are the ways to
obtain market commitment? What are the conditions and controls of
the commitment? What are the government agencies responsible for
granting the commitment? How long is the commitment? How much
its cash value? What are the payment methods? What are the guar-
antees given by the government to protect the merchants and those re-
sponsible from the power of the obligor? What are the legal author-
ities entrusted with the investigation of violations committed by the
obligors?, What are the most prominent rights of the obligor within
the market? Did foreign investments play a role in those commit-

ments? And how?
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