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Abstract

This paper will examine the historical circumstances in which
Egypt's national identity was formed in the nineteenth century, which
is usually subject to debate in periods of weakness or political crises,
where controversy arises over whether Egypt's identity is Arab-
Islamic, or Pharaonic, or whether its identity orientations should be
Mediterranean or Western. This paper will adopt an intellectual ap-
proach related to the history of modern Egyptian thought, with a focus
on the impact of archaeological discoveries and the emergence and de-
velopment of Egyptology in the formation of this nationalism.
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