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: DiSTRI BUTION
Sir R. Stevenson
No. 265 D: 1,26 p.m, Fe¢broary 25, 1954
Febronry 25, 1954 R: 1.58 p,m. Fobruary 25, 195,
TMMEDTATE
CONFIDENTAL

Addressed to Foreirn Office telegram llo. 265 of February 25,
Repeated for information tQ UKTC Khartoum B.ilLE,0Q,
and Seving %c ‘fashington
Peris
Beirut (for Merdiv),

iy telegram No. 261: Resignation of Coneral Heguib.

Although it was well known that relations beinrecn Gencral
Nepulb and ihe G.R.C. were ofien sirmined, it was not until
mid-day yesterday that there was any indication that trouble.
was brewing. Forcign journalists, vho had been imvited to
accompany Goenoral Negoib to the Sudan, were then informed that
the amrangements had been cancelled. Even so thers was no
inlet that vhe Genersl was about to resign.

2,  According %o the communigué it was on February 21 that
Genoral Nepmib offerod his resignation. 0On the previous doy.-
Colonol Masser hed returned from what purported to be a weck's
holiday in Alexandria. It is possible thet the irouble had
sierted before he loft and cven taat he ehsented himsolf in the
hopo that it would blow over. Tac éicoting of the C.R.C. priar
t9 his deperturc is known to have been a storuy one.

3, It is not clcoar why, or on vhat issue, matters were bronght
to & heod now. It mey bo that Neguib folt that his position

on the cve of his visit to the Sudan was a stirong one, and thet
the C.R.C., who were aworc of his populerity with the Sudanese,
vould rot dare in aceccpt his rosignation. On thoir side

Nasser and the C.R.C. moy hove felt thoy could not afford to
lot him sirengthen his position by o successful visit.

k. DBy getting rid of Gencrel Hogulbd, the C.R.C. has cluarly
weckeoned 1tsclf both ot hiome and abroad. Though his popularity
has wancd he was still a much respocted figure and confidenco

' -/ in the régine ceeee-
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CONFLDENTIAL

Cairo telcgram No. 265 to Foreign Office
-2 -

in the régime must have been shaken.

5. Cairo has token those devclopmonis gquietly. Only
limited cdditional scourity measurcs appear to have been
taken. Gonoral Neguib is at his home. He hos declined
to mako any statement to journalisis,

6. I haove no informetion yct as to the roactions in
the armed forces or in the country genorally.

Foruign Office pass Priority to UKTC Khartoum ns ay
tclegrom Mo, 29 and Saving to tashington and Paris as my
telegrams Nos 39 end 63 respestively.

[Repcated to Trado Commissioncr Khartoum end S-ving
to Washington and Prris]. '

ADVANCE COPIES TO:

8ir I. Kirkpatrick
Private Sccretory

Mr. R, Allen

Heood african Department
Head News Dopcriment

Libdd,
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) HALL, DISTRIBUTIO:
8ir R. Stovonson

Mo, 261 D. 12.05 p.m. Februazy 25, 1954
February 25, 1954. R. 12,31 p.n. February 25, 1954.
DQ.EDIILTE

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No, 261 of
Fobruary 25 :
Repected for informetion to: Washington Beirut (for Herdiv)

. Pardis " U.K.T.C. Xhartoun,
end Saving 1o B.K.E.O.

flesignntion of Genoral Negulb.

In o corruniqud issued &t L o.m. on February 25
Council for the Revolutionary Command cnnounced the resigmation
of General Neguib cnd tho eppointment of Lieutenant Colonel
Gemol, Abdul Nasser as Prime Minister,

2, - ifter rehecrsing the history ccd oims or the
revolutioncry movenent the communigué described the "psychologicel
crisis" fron which Genoral Keguib suffered 08 & result of the
Council®s nttonpt to present him to the.world as the loader of
the rovolutionary movemont, whon he was, in fact, no mors then
the president of a connittes of equals, Vithin six nonths of
&ne revolution ho hed begun to demend for himsolf powers
oxceoding those of on oxdinary member, The Council had rofused
categorionlly to devinte from its estabdlished procadurs, which
wos ono vote for each membar ond o casting vote for the chairoan,
Finlly, General Neguid hed made spocific demands for the pover
to voto & uncnipous decision of the Council, the cuthority to
appoint end disnlss Cobinet Ministers end the power to approve

“jromotion, the dismisscl and evan the posting of offleers. The
Council tried for ten nonths to porsuade him to withiraw depnnds
which would have meant o return to the sutocratle rule from which
the country had just been delivered. Tho Genoral hnd attenpted,
ty inoreesingly froguont confinements to his house, to forae the
tpuncil's hamd, tnd finally three dnys ago had presented hie
sigoation, Despite tho crisis politleel, econonio ond
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Ceirg tolegron No. 261 to Poreign Offiee |
-2

Council had no alternative but to accept.

3. At its moeting on the night of February 2./25 tho
Council uneninously edopted the following decisions -~

(i) to cocept the resignction of General Neguib from
¢ll the posts which he had ocoupied,

(11) that the C.,C, under the lendership of Lieuienant
Colonol Gaptl Abdul Nasser would oontinue to exsroiso
all its existing powors until the revolution achieved
its prinelpel ein to drive out the inperinlists fron
Egyptien torritery,

(1i1) tho eppointment of Lieutencnt Colonel Nasser -ns
Prine Minister,

b, Answering questions, Major Selen scid that the post
of Progidont of the Republioc would remain veoont until
olections had been held after the restoration of the
perlicnentery syston, Egypt would be represented ot the
opening of the Sudanesé Parliament by the Ministur of Wokfs,
Sheikh Bekoury, end Major Salem himself would not go. Thexo
would be no Cebinet roshuffle,

‘5. It hed been ennounced ecrlier that the Hinister for
Foreign iffalrs would elso be going to Khartoum, It is not
clsar whether this sti1l stends or not, '

Forcigh Office plonse pass Washington as ny telegron
No. A2,

[Ropeated to Washington],

ADVENOE COPTES TO:

8ir I, Kirkpatriak,
Private Seoratary,

M. R. Allem,

Heoad of Africen Deportnent,
Head of Nows Department,
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Sir R, Etevenson

No;_287 D: 11.12 a.m. February 27, 1954,

EMSRGENCY
CUNFIDERTILL

{ddressed to Forelgn Office telegram No: 287 of February 27
Repeated for lnformation to: 'B.E.E.Q., . Yashington,
B.T.E., Gov. Gen.
U.I.T.C, Khaxtoum. Xhertoum.

It is now aleor thot there is o serlous split in the
Egyption cxmy over the issue of Neguib, -

2. The covelry officers lest nlght mnde e declaration
to Gamnl Nosser in favour of Negulb and in consequence there
heve been o number of rvrests this morning.

3. The early resignation of the C.R.C. is n

posslbility.
Sec my lmmedletely following telegrem

Fore Cffice pleasa above to Serylcs Kinlstrles
for Dlrec%gle's o Intglﬂgenggs'?rou Serviec Jsiticchds,

Foreign Office please pnss Governor Geparal Khertoum
(emergency) cnd U.K.T.C. Khartoum end Washington os my
telegroms Nos: 31, [grp. undec. ] and A5 respectively,

[Repacted to Governor Gensral Khartoum, U.K.T.C.
Khertoun eund Woshington] )

[Extra copy sent idmiralty, ¥ar Office cnd ilr
Ministiy for Ds. of I.]

ADVINCE COFYED:
Sir I. Kirkpatriok.

Thand aom e
2rivete Seoretexry,

Hr. R, Lllen.,
Hoad Afrieen Depariuent.
Heed News Department.

JIIIT
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FRCE CiIRO TC. FOREIGN OYFICE (o
Cycher/(TP, FOREIGN CFFICE :ND

Sir N, Stevensan

No: 298
Horch 1, 1954,

L BEDTT%
SECHLT

idressed t3 Forelem Gffice telepran No: 298 of March 1

Repented f£2r infommatinsn ta: B.MLE,0., Governor-Genceral
Khartaun,
U.K.T.C. Khortoun.
B.T.E,.
Washington,
Belrut (for Merdiv).

lly telegrans Nos: 284, 287 cnd 288.

Reparts now received noke it cleer that the confusion on
Februcry 26 and 27 wes even greater than appeared et the tlme,
ot anly was the oruy split into two vlolently hostile fnetioms,
but severel meubers of the C.R.C. werc not fully in agreement
with the declsisn tu dlsmiss Neguld and there were strong

* denands in the provinees (pertloularly im upper Bgypt) for
Neguid's reinstatenment.

D: .03 p.m. Morch 3, 1954,
R - 3.06 p.n. Mavch 1, 1954,

2, Open hostilities nerrly started et fbbassia on
. February 27 between. the -cevalry.who were.-in Ffavaur of Negulb,. ani

the sa-called "free officers® and elements of the artillery ‘
who supported the C.R,C. decision, The Cormander-in-Chief at
one mopent threw in his hand oltogether. The cavalry officers
were only partly placated by the reinstatement of Neguid and
aontinued to refuse to teke orders until the wornipg of
February 28,

3. The terms on which the apparent "reeonsilietion" was
effected were vague in the extrene, amounting to 1little naore
then acceptence of c demand by Neguib that porliamentery lifs
should be re-estoblished and that he, as Presifent, should heve
greater poviers,  Noboly has apparently thought osut what these
pavers should be or how the constitvent assembly cnnaunced
last night (but glven no (repcet w?) prominence im Jrchic Dress)
shall be appointed and shall get to wark.  Neguld is thought
to have 1n nind a nomineted body of absut 100-120 nembers.
£1i Mpher, Sulipen Hofez and Sanhouri are being consulted about
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SECRET

Calra tolepran No: 298 to Farelen Giflce
- B

). The basic pr-blen <f the future status an? nowers 3
the C.R.C. cppeers t7 be sti11 unrcsolved, Nepuid has £2)3 both
his ovm supparters and alss Gamel Nesr to keep things guiet until
his return fraon Kharteun; the situntion will then be sarted out,
but 1t le unlikely that Neguib's supporters will be casily
persuadied to agree £o continuation of Gaoal Resr cnd Salah Salen
in thelr present appolntnents, There is some talk of the
estoblishnent of a civilion Government and the relegatlon of
the C.R,C, %~ the alvigory position which 1t held in august 1952,

5. Heanvhlle the loss of face unlergone by the C,R.C.,
the personal behaviour of cortaln of its wmeobers, ond the geveral
feellng of uncertainty may give a chance 1o disorderly clements
such ns the Ikhwan to ncke trouble, The wording < Governncnt
statenents on? pppeals far arder this naornlng glve the icpression

of weokness. The security forces are however showing deterninatian

t2 keop arder ond nunerous arrests are being nade of “Conmunists”
and other potentisl trovble-nalkers.

Foreign Offlce please pass Washingt-n, Governor-Generel
Khartzun, U.K.T.C. Khartous and Beirut as ny tolegraus Nos: 49,
38, 41 an L7 respectlvely, B.M.E.C. plocse pass BIE as ny
telegron Noy 28.

[Rapested to Woshingion, Governor-Generel Khartow,
U.K,T.C, Khexrtoun, owd Bolrut]

Sir I, Kirkpatrick.
Private Seeretary.

Me. Do%ds Tarker.

Hr, R, Allen. )
Heod JAfricen Deparinent,
Head News Departnent. .

NABRA)
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FROM CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFIGE 43

FORETGN OFFICE LND
VHITRHALL DISTRIBIITION

En Clair

RiE B BARVENEN D. 5.26 p.m. February 27, 195k,

§o, 232 R. 5.37 p.m. Pebroary 27, 195k,
Febtruary 27, 195., U

IMMED INTR

fddressed to Forelgn Office felepgram No, 292 of February 27
Repea ted for information to B.M.E,O. ' o
B.T.E.
Grverpar fengrel Kbartom
Washington

My tolegrom No. 288,

It became penerally known this afternoon that Neguib has
been reinstated as President.

2. hn official announcemeni has just been made over the
ESB as follows:- :

Wpo gafegzuaxd the vnity of the nation the Revolutionary
Council announces the refurn of General Neguid to the
-Ppesidepcy, . -General -Neguib hes..agrecd to-this,

Poreign Office please pass Vashingion as my telegram No, 47
{Repeated 1o Fashington), '

ADVANGE COPIES TO:

Private Secretary -

8ir I. Kirkpatrick
Ur. R, Allen

= a%d ehmwmw

Head of Lfrican Department
Head of News Department
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SECRET

PROM _CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE
Cypher/OTP
8ir R, Stevenson :
No.310 * D.11.3k p.m. March 3, 1954,
March 3, 195.. R,11.59 p.m. March 3, 1954,
PRIORITY ’
SECRET

hddressed to Foreign Office telegram No.310 of March 3
Repeated for information to
B.IE.O, Governor General Khartoum Beirut (for Merdiv
Egypfor Washington

v «
Yy telegrams Nos.298 and 304,

The situation is still completely unresolved. In spite

- of repezted announcements of solidarity between Neguib and
the C.R.C. (which are clearly window-dressing) relations are
still strained between him and those members of the C.R.G. who
englneered his resignation,

2., Statement referred to in my telegram No.30. has proved
to be complately untrue. The officers conccrned were arrested
on February 27 but their releass wos ordered after Neguib's
coneback on February 28 and they were sei free on March 1. They
have not been re-arrested. '

3, According to seoret-sources ‘the C.R.C. have been
moking soundings in the army and find that there is widespread
feeling against them, portioularly agninst the Salem brothers;
and the ides of & civilian Government is thought to be galning
strength. Neguib is “Probably biding his time, but the outcome
is still quite uhaertein.

4. Cairo is completely calm and considersble numbers of
Police are stillin.cvidence. Arrests in last few doys are
reported to have bsen very numerous.

Foreign Office please pass Governar-General ‘(!'-art.m.lmi
Beirut and Weshington es my telegrams Nes.i2, 53 and 51

respactively.
(Repeated to Governor-General Xhartoum, Beirut and Washington).
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CONFIDENTIAL
FROM CAIRQO TO FOREIGN OFFICE
Cypher/OTP FOREIGN OFFICE AND
s WHITE AR LT DISTRIBUIION
Sir R. Stevenson D. 2.08 p. m. March 2, 1954
No. 304 _ :
March 3, 1954 - R, 3.21 p.m, March2, 1954
PRIORITY
CONFIDENTIAL
Addressed lo Fareign Office telegram No. 304 of March 2 .

Rapeatsd foF Tiformation fo B MoEL O o Berit (oF Mordiv)

Washington and BTE Governor Ge&:al

: , artoum

My talegram No, 308, paragraph 4,

You will have seen officlal account given last night by spokesman of
Rewolutionary Command Council (Major Amin Shaker) to Arab News

-Agency of events leading to resignation and subsequent restoration of

Neguib, Spokesman repeated reasons previously given for the former
and alleged that whole of subsequent trouble was due to Communis
plot. He said that 8 Communist cavalry officers would be cou ¢
martialled and severely punished for their part In it notwithstanding
Neguib's announcement on February 98 that no -one would be punished
for the events of last week,

2, This 14 clearly the C,R,C, party line. It seams significant
that it was put out after news had been received here of the disturbances
&t Khartoum and thersfore probably in anticipation of Nequib!s return.

- ‘The tone suggests that the "reconcilation® batween Neguitrand the

C.R.C. Is even more boqus than it had previously appesred, The
United States Embassy, however, apparently accept the C,R,C, version.
To us it scems that the struggie for power between Neguib and the
Councl! is far from settled, -

3. There is no mentlon of the tpokesman's statement in todayls
Arabic press; this, however, is not remarkable since it wag given to
A.N,A. for outward transmission only. It remalns to be seen whether

local press will be aliowed to reproduce quotations from gbroad.

Forelgn Office please pass to Governor General Khartoum, Belrut,
ard Washington as my telegrams Nos. 41, 49 and 50.

{Repeated to Khartoum, Belrut and Washington/

PPPR
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_En Clair FOREIGN OFFICE LND 33
VHITEHALL DISTRIBUTION

Sir R, Stevenson " .
No. 32 ' D, 11,55 a.n. March 7, 195J.._
March 6, 195k. R. 12.34 p.n. March 7, 195k.

Lddressed to Foreign Office telegran No, 325 of March 6
Repeated for informatlon to: U.K.T.0. Khartoum
Beirut (for Merdiv)
and Seving to: YParis '
vashington
B.M.E.O.

Return to Parlianentary Governzwent,

i statement read by Colonel Nesser early on ‘the-
norning of Morch 6 following e lengthy neeting of the ‘Council
for the Revolutionary Conmand, announced’ the council's dscision
to take inmediate steps for the creation of a Constituent
hssombly to bo elected by genercl direct poll end to neet on
July 23, 195,. The assembly's tagks would be

(a) to examine ond ratify the new Draft Constitution ard

(v) to perforn the functions of porliament unt{l o
perlisment could be elected under the new constitution,

¥artiol 1av would be abolished before elections_wore
hold and press censorship, cxoept for defence matiers, would be
gbolished at once.

2, .Colonel Nasser said thot these decisions had been faken
by the C.R.C. at its neeting on Thursday, Discussionms were then
held on Fridey with President Neguib, Ali Moher (President of the
Constitution Conmittes) and L1 Senhouri (President of the State
Council) ot which the dote for the convening of _tt'xa asserbly vos
fixed. . :

3. lLnswering questions, Colonel Nesser said the egsenbly
1tself would decide about the future of politioel porties in
Egypt. The membexs of the nssembly could be elected as
individuals not es representotives of any political party or
organisation. There would be about 250 penbers which wes the
nunber proposed by the Constitution Cormittee - for tha future
Chanber of Deputies, The C.R.C. would continue to exeroise

' /sovereignty
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Coiro telegranm No., 325 to Foreign Office

o

sovereignty and its status would remein unchanged until .the
elsction of the new parilament, The date for the parliamentary
election would be fixed by the Constituent Lssembly. The

question of whather ths Cabinet would be responsible to the C.R.C.
or o the Constituent Assembly was under study, The Constituent
fissenbly would consider all the laws pessed since the revolutiom,
The respectiva powers of the President of the Republis, the

Prime Minister, the C.R.0. and the Cabinet would be announced afier
the next joint conference of the C.R.G. and the Cabinet on Monday
next, Marbers of the C.R.C. might stand as candidates 1n the new
parlioment if they wished, but they would have to give up their
orny posts, Lkhbar el Yom quoted Colonel Nasser as saying that he,
personally, would leave the army ond take up politics, ond A1
Misri ropresented hin as speoking for oll his collsagues in this
sense, " The date and the mammer of election of the President of
the Ropublic would be covered by the new constitution,

Le The ruture of the Revolution Tribumal would bo decided
aftor the complotion of the cage now before it,

5. The future of the politiocal detaineas would be considered
by the Military Governor in the light of public seourity, Speedy
aotion would be token to settle their cases-ond release any o.ga.inst
whorm no charges wers made,

6. The position of the Liberntion Rally would rempin
unchenged , : ’

7. If the British mede a good offer for the evacuation
of the Canal Zone, the prasent régime would consider it,

8. IXkhvar el Yon reported that Solimon Hafez hed tendered
his resignation as Legal Adviser to the Fresident of the Republia,

9. Al Gomhouria end Lkhbar el Yon have editorinls entitled
resiwctively "The Peoples Revolution' and "The Peoplos Smreraignty“
in vhich the theme is developed thot the revolution had done
everything "with the peopie and for the people", fkhber cl Yon
snys: “the fact that Egypt!s revolution voluntarily hands the
people their enthority, should be a matter for rejolcing for it
proves conclugively that ruders who spring from the mnks of the

people ere different fron those imposed on them"
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‘'THIS DOCUMENT 1S THE PROPERTY OF HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT

CONFIDENTIAL

JE 1017/73

Foreién Office and Whitehall Distribution

EGYPT AND SUDAN
Masch 17, 1954
Section 1

THE EFFECTS OF DEMONSTRATIONS IN THE SUDAN DURING
GENERAL NEGUIB'S .VISIT ON THE POLITICAL SITUATION

Mr. Riches 10 Mr, Eden. (Received March 17)

Office of the United Kingdom
- Trade Commissioner,
{No. 19. Confidential) Khartoum,
Sir, - March 12, 1954,

With reference to my despatch No. 14 of
February 26, 1 have the honour briefly to
fAssess. the immediate effects of the blood-
shed and tension of the past fortnight on
the political situation in the Sudan,

2. The return to power of General
Neguib and his visit to the Sudan led to
demonstrations by Ansar tribesmen con-
trolled by Sayed Abdul Rahman ¢l Mahdi
and his henchmen against Egyptian inter-
ference and the subservience to Epypt of
the present SudaneSe Government. These
demonstrations turned to violence between
the Ansar and the predominantly Khatmi
police and many were killed and injured on
both sides, together with a number of by-
standers. A state of emergency in Khar-
toum province was declared, and the
Government took effective action to main-
tain order. This action included a number
of arrests by the police under their emer-
gency ppwers which the political and other
friends of those arrested state were effected
with little evidence and much force.

3. These events and the circumstances in
which they occurred, have resulted in e
sharpening of the sectarian and political
differences between Sudanese, a fall in
Egyptian prestige, a renewal of suspicion of
British motives and intentions and a general
atmosphere of unease and even fear,

4, During the brief period of Neguib's
absence from power the Prime Minister
and his colieagues and ihe pro-Egyptians
generally were manifestly unhappy; -the
. National Unionist Party despatched a
mission to Cairo to urge the General’s
restoration; and even the pro-unity press
printed plainly and impolitely what they
thought of the rest of the Egyptian Govern-
ment. The restoration of Neguib restored

of the *“Council of the Revolution™
enjoyed in the Sudan is shattered. Id
particular X Salah Salem was pointedly
jgnored when he arrived in Negusb's com-
pany on March 1, and is now something of
a liability to Egypt in the Sudan. We
should not, however, delude ourselves into
thinking that this will necessarily be a last-
ing state of affairs: Egyptians are brazen,
while the Sudanese have short memories in
some matters and like a little lamboyance
from time to time.

S. Suspiclons of British intentions have

been fanned by Egyptian propaganda to the
cffect that we were involved in organising
the riots, and barely veiled insinnations by
the Government of sabotage by British
officials, by Mr. Selwyn Lloyd's continued
stay in Khartoum (he was reported to be
organising the transport of 12,000 British
troops from the Canal Zone), and by bitter
talk by British officials and especially their
wives inflamed and . perhaps frightened by
the tragic death of Colonel McGuigan.
‘The decision to bring into Khartonin the
wives and children of British officials
stationed in Ansar areas and to encourage
others to advance the time of their leaves,
and the typically irresponsible reporting
of the correspondent of The Dally

k%‘flcgraph have also had their effect.

easures, where possible, have been taken
to counteract these impressions, and the
Governor-General has  taken effective
action to induce the Cabinet to refrain from
attacking British officials openly or by
implication; but the fact remains that in
the eyes of the northern Sudancse generally
Pritain is still responsible for anything that
goes wrong.

6. The Umma Party and the Ansar, while
frightened at the repressive steps, including.
arrests, which have been taken against them
and which they fear may continue, are all
the same quietly satisficd. They have lilted
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Salah Salem ennounced the intention of the C,R.C, ultimately to
dissolve itself, and rcvealed its plans for the formatien of a
political party to carry the principles of the revolution into
parliamentary life, Al Gumhouriye subsequently announced that
Gererul Negulb weuld bé Preésident and Colonel Nasser Secretary of
the new party. Major Selem's reference to the possibility of gome
members of the Constituent Assembly being appointed, not elected,
and reperts that Agmarian Reform and the d¢sirability ef a
Republican Regime weuld ba made the subjects of a referendum at
the forthcoming elactions, suggested that the regime was seeking
to safeguard the basic issues, and iits own gontinuance in power,
in advonce of a limited return to constitutional life,

L. The former politicians were swift to see the threat to

themselves inherent in such & course, and with the newly-freed

press at their disposal launched a vigorous campaign for en
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¥arch 29, 1954 ) 27
FROM CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Cypher/0TP
FPREIGN FFICE SECAET AND

WHITEHALY, SECRET (CABINET)

NTSTRIBUTION
Sir R. Btevenson -
No..426 D.A. 5 p.m. March 27, 195..
Harch 27, 1954, R.4L.55 p.m, March 27, 195L.
PRIORITY
‘SECRET

Addressed to Foreign Office telepram No.h26 of March 27
Reperted for infommation to

B.M.E.O, _,UK.T.C. Khartoum
‘end Saving to :
Bagdad Belmt Damasous Amman

Jedda Tel Aviv Paris- Washington

Yy telegram No.LlA.

These decisions were reached after a 5-hour meeting ot the
C.R.C. at which attempis to find a compromise, particularly on
the question of General Negulb's powers, were resumed. It had
previcusly buen agreed that the issue should be left pending
during King Saud's visit, It is possible that the pace was forced
by Genercl Neguib's statement on Maroh 23 (c.f, my telegram No.85(S))
which significantly was not carried in the xégime'’s official-
newspaper Al Gumhouriye. Secret sources, however, state that it was
Colonel Nosser who insisted on maintenance of nuthoritarian rule,

2. It was also'reported from secret sources that a compromise
providing for

(n) a civildan Cabinet

(b) the mainicnance of the C.R.C. (to be renamed the Republican
Council) with powers to appolnt end dismiss Kinisters, subject to
the anprovel of the President of the Republic, and

{c) the elimination of undesirables from the gl§gtions for tae

Constituent issembly, was rejected by Nasser at a private meeting
between him 2né General Neguib on March 2.

" The C.R.C's decisions were therefore almost inevitable.
Al Gumhouriyz teports today that they were not token unanimously.

/3. The
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Cairo telegram No. L26 to Foreign Office 28

0.

3.- The provislon that the constituent Assembly shall
immedictoly elect a President of the-Republic puts a term to
General Neguid's present appointment and has the appearance of o
concession by the Genoral, whose insistence that the G.R.C. should
withdraw while he himself maintained power was open to criticism.
If Nahas presents himself as a candidate for the presidency
Generel Neguin's re-election may well be in doubt,

L. ‘inetber or not the factlon within the C.R.C. which is
opposed %o pn fmmediate return te full parlismentery government,
is merely blding its time is a matter for speoulation, Secret
sourcas stete that this is the deliberate policy of Colonel Nasser

and his supportors and this secms on the whole to be likely,. When

these officers agreed to the 1ifting of press censorship on Mrrch
6, they possibly hopod that a situetion would-develop which would
pcroit intorvention on their part.  The present decision to allow
the imnedinte formation of politionl parties may be similarly
interpreted but it 16 a risky gome. The old politiclens however
appecr to bo well aware of this possibility and moy be wise enough
to shov sopme restraint and be aveiding disorderly demonstrations
withholding fron the free officers the opportunity for which they
pay be wniting.  Both the ligfd ard the Moslem Brotherhood are
probably still well disciplined ard the lendars may be able to
control theilr followers, at least until the electoral cempaign
gots under way, Communist and left wing elements on the other
hand will cortcinly exploit cvery opportunity for troublemaking
and the supporters of the other parties will slmost inevitably
becomo invoived, (The Liberation Rally and the National Guard
have tlrcady staged minor demonstrations in favour of the C.R.C. ).
Unless they nro fimly diracted the police could then hardly be
relied on in such ocircumstonces ond public security is consaquently
somevhs.t precarious.

5. The future action of the frce officers and their sup-
porters in the C,R.C. will very largely depend on the fosling in
the croy es o whole. Colonel Nasser is clsarly anxious to avoid
bloodshed in the crmy cnd, in view of the probeble swing omong the
general run of the officers away fron the C.K.C., he 1s on the
wholo unlikely to countenance the use of force unless and untll
the position. so deteriorates as to maks this inevitable. It is
of course concoiveble that his hand will be forced or that & more
ruthless figure will emerge.

/6. In the
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Ceiro telcgram Fo. 4,26 to Foreim Office
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6. In tho meantime the politicians are pressing for the
obolition of martial law and for the appointment of a civilian
Cobinet. The old game of spotting the next Prime Hinister is
boing frooly indulged in and the names of Ali Moher, Sanhouri
-and Badawd hrve been mentioped. A civilian govoramont with the
support of tho President could be expected to sap the povers of
the C.R.C. long bofore they are formally handed ovor on July 24,

7. Latest developmonts have so far boen acocpted quietly,
Political lenders havs publicly and enthuslastically welcomed
thew. In Oniro yesterday the Fridey orowds wero much as usual
end although therc were minor demonstrations in some parts of
the toim and o fow arrests were made no serious lncidents have
been reported,

8. I will telogreph further whon populer roactions can be
assessod vith greater ~ccuracy. In conversation with Her
Majesty's ifinister yosterday, Dr. Fawzy sald that he did not
anticipate & major outbreak of trouble but cgrced thet the last
chepter of ovents started on February 25 had not yat been
ronched.

Foroign Offico please pass to UKIC Khertoum as my
tolegrom No. 71 and Tel Aviv, Paris and Vashington as my
Saving tologrems Nos. 21, 118 and 5 respectively.

7 [Repoated to UKTC Khartoum end Saving to Vel Aviv,
Paris end tlashington].

BBB
* bbbbb
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FROM C.IRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE

'FOREIGN OFFICE JND
GVHITEHRILL DISTRIBUTION .

En Clalr

Sir R. Stevenson
No. .38 D. 7.
March 29, 1954 R. 9.1

PRIORITY

iddressed 4o Forcign Office telegram No. 138 of March 29
Ropeated for information to B,M.E.O. U.K.T,C. Khartoun

and Saving to Bagdad Jedda
Bairut Tel .viv
Damascus Paris
Azmen Washington

The following are the main points of o stotement
issued by the Minister of National Guidance this evening
after the meeting of the Joint Congress. )

(a) The decisions of March 5 and 25 have been rescinded.
(My telegrams 325 and A14).

(b) in edvisory National Assembly will be set wp, It
will represent all sectlons of the nation but the
mennar of 1ts establishment has not yot been
decided, It will advise the C.R.C., and its powers
will be defined by low.

(¢) General Neguib will continue ms president of the
Republic, Prime Minister and Chairman of the C.R.C.

Foreign Office plense pass to Paris and Vashington as
my Saving telegrams Nos. 121 and 98 respectively.

[Repeated Saving o Parls and Washington]

bbbbb
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2, EGYPT

- THE FOREIGN SECRETARY seld thn', a dangerous situation
was dovelapling in Egypt, 8trikes might lead tc a breakdown

- in the distribution of food and this would posaibly be .

followed by serious riots, At presont there was no sign
that disturbances would be direated against foreign residenta
in Epypt, but thore was nevertheless a danger that this might
occur, He therefore propossd that the British troops in the
Canal Zonae ehould bg put at 72 hours! notice so that they
would be ready to undeitoke rescue operations in Egyptian
tovns nffected by anti~foreign rioting, He hoped thak, If
1t became necessary for British troops to intervene, they
would be able to rescue not only British subjeots but all
white nationals of foreign gountries resident in Egypt. He
did not intend that there should be any intervention by
British troops unless the situation made it evidently and
urgantly neosasary,

A~



